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Congratulations
History Day 2021 Junior Individual 
Documentary:
• 1st Place:  Ruby Moore Weapons of 

Miscommunication How Technology 
Glitches and Human Error Almost Brought 
Us to The Brink of Nuclear War.  

• 2nd Parcell: Grant Parcell The Berlin 
Conference and its Impact on Diplomacy 
and Communication 

KASTA Solo Awards:
• Laura Ward was the winner of the 

Preparatory Division.

Teacher Summer Program
• Michele Rowley for being accepted into 

Freedoms Foundation American 
Revolution: Philadelphia Campaign

Conferences are coming up on March 16 and
March 17. Most students will be conferencing 
with their 6th hour teacher, but we did have to 
move a few around to balance numbers. IF 
you have not been contacted by a teacher to
set up a time, please let us know so that we
can get you scheduled.  We will send a link for 
all teachers next week so that if you would like 
to sign up for an additional time you can.

Have questions about homework? The 
Homework Hotline is here to help! Students at 
all grade levels who have questions about their 
assignments can call or email the Homework 
Hotline. The Homework Hotline is open 
Monday through Thursday from 3:30 – 7:30 
p.m. Call for help: 973-4411. 

Make sure you are checking Parent/Student 
Vue to see your current grades.  Grades will 
start over for every class for the third nine 
weeks.  Please contact any teacher if you have 
questions, thank you for your support!

We are noticing that many students are having 
some technology issues with 
microphones/cameras not working.  So we 

wanted to remind you of a few hints.  
Chromebooks only has so much space, if they 
have a lot of tabs open & a Teams Meeting, 
that can be an issue too. Teams is a huge 
memory user.
• Email your teacher when you are having 

tech issues so we can help you.
• Restarting Chromebooks daily to help make 

sure they are up-to-date as well.
• Clear History/Cache

• Launch Chrome
• Control “H” on your keyboard
• “Clear Browsing Data”
• Time Range: “All Time”
• “Clear Data”
• Be sure to close completely out of the 

internet (top right X)
• Restart machine

• Teams Sign Out/Back In
• Click on your circle profile icon at the 

top
• Click on the bottom choice to "sign out“
• Restart the computer
• Log back into Rapid Identity/Microsoft 

Teams
• Mi-Fi Issues: 

• Unplug & plug in (like a cox cable box) 
can help if constant issues are 
happening.

• Making sure it has a power source 
during usage can help.

• The farther a way they are from it, the 
weaker the connection.

• Can it be by a window or at least the 
fewest walls possible.

R O B I N S O N  
S O C I A L  M E DIA

Facebook
@RobinsonUSD259

Instagram
@robinsonramsms259

Twitter
@RobinsonMidSch

Tech Help?

bit.ly/RMSTech911

973-HELP (4357).  

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil iD

Microsoft 0365

Username:  pupil 

ID@usd259.net

Student Email 

Address:

firstname.lastname@ 

students.usd259.net

Class Schedule 
for Next Week:

MONDAY

TUESDAY

HOURS 1-8

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

http://bit.ly/RMSTech911


Sixth Grade PIB
Berry—Math Berry—Science

Brown—Language Arts Brown—Social Studies

Callard—Language Arts Callard—Research

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math

This week we begin Module 4: Moving Beyond 
Positive Quantities. The first chapter details 
ideas about signed numbers (positive and 
negative). You can expect students to be 
assigned a quiz on Thursday. Thank you for your 
support in getting students to achieve 75% on 
Mathia by March 19. I've already got several 
students who have finished it all. Be sure to 
pace yourselves so it's all done by May 25.

This week we continue to investigate weather 
prediction. Our current topics are weather 
factors and landforms' effects on weather 
patterns. I hope you'll take the time to watch a 
few weather forecasts with your child (online or 
on the TV) and discuss what they are learning as 
well as your personal experiences. It's an 
exciting time of the year to watch for 
phenomena and patterns in Kansas.

Next week, our focus will be on writing and 
editing our argumentative papers. The goal to 
complete them this quarter!

We will be reading about Ancient Greece and 
Ancient Rome. We are going to go through the 
text quite quickly in order to get to the DBQ over 
citizenship in these ancient civilizations.

Next week’s short story will be “Ghost of the 
Lagoon,” which gives us great material for 
elements of plot including rising action and 
climax, conflict, point of view, and a continuation 
into this month’s focus on suspense and 
foreshadowing in fiction. Please be sure that all 
late work is turned in ASAP!

Personal projects are mostly wrapped up! 
Great job! Our next topics will be research 
into investing with a stock market simulation and 
a study of propaganda techniques and the 
use critical thinking when faced with “fake 
news.”

Starting next week students will be wrapping up 
their unit on places, weather, calendar, and 
emotions. Students will earn grades in each of 
the three standards before Spring Break, so 
attendance and participation will be critical in 
the coming weeks.

Using our Measures of Central Tendencies we 
will be creating and using the IQR – Inter-
Quartile Range and the MAD, Mean Absolute 
Deviation, to analyze distributions.

Mathia target 75%



Seventh Grade PIB
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math

Sinsel—Research Taylor—Research 

Van Horn—Math

We will continue working on M2 T2 Linear Relationships learning how to represent situations in multiple 
representations.  Students need to have 75% of Mathia completed by Wednesday March 17! If 
students need extra help, please let me know and we can arrange a time for help.

Next week students will gain more practice with 
telling stories in the past and present when they 
compare what they were like in grade school to 
what they are like now.

This coming week we will be wrapping up 
ecology and returning to earth science with a 
close look at the big picture of plate tectonics.

Poetry Unit is done! Students did excellent work, 
and I hope I changed some minds about poetry! 
Next week, we will move to persuasion. Students 
will study techniques, write editorials, and craft 
speeches.

We will finish the Africa unit before spring break, 
but we end the third 9 weeks grade on Friday, 
March 12th in order make sure what you see at 
conferences is complete and accurate. The kids 
are working on several assignments to finish the 
nine weeks, so they need to remain on top of 
assignments. I am excited to get many of them 
in person next week!

Next week, we will continue our unit on 
persuasion, including public speaking, writing, 
and persuasive techniques.

Math students will test over proportions and 
linear relationships on Monday. Be sure you can 
write the equation of a graph in y=mx+b
form! Mathia is due March 17.

Research students will begin recording Flipgrid 
presentations for Personal Projects this week! I 
am so excited to see their hard work come to 
fruition. We'll also take some time for Mathia –
remember that 75% is due by March 17!

Students have begun to present their personal 
research projects [between 5-10 minutes]. It's 
time to decide how you want to present your 
information if you haven't done so before, 
because students will be presenting Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday.
Mathia 75%



Eighth Grade PIB
Callard—Research Flores--Spanish

Jenney—Science Lavacek—Language Arts

Lavacek—Research Rowley—Social Studies

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math

Sinsel—Research Taylor—Math

Van Horn—Math

We will begin working with Quadratics and students will need volume 2 of their Algebra books.  Students 
need to have 75% of Mathia completed by Wednesday March 17! If students need extra help, please let 
me know and we can arrange a time for help.

The kids did a fantastic job on their personal projects. 
Congrats to Ruby Moore, whose documentary on 
missile crises earned a perfect score at the regional 
level and who will be representing Robinson at 
Kansas History Day at the state level! Next week, we 
will write process papers and annotated 
bibliographies.

Next week students will gain more practice 
with telling stories in the past and present when 
they compare what they were like in grade 
school to what they are like now.

This week we will continue our studies of human 
impact to the environment.

Small Group Novel Study discussions should 
wrap up next week. Students will choose their 
final project and begin to craft their final test 
over the novel.

Students should be approaching 75% in Mathia 
this week.
For research, they should be creating their final 
projects which are due Thursday, March 18.

Nine weeks grades will end on Friday, March 
12th so that the grades you see at conferences 
are correct. Any work we do the week before 
spring break will roll onto the 4th nine weeks 
grade.

Next week, we’ll begin wrapping up the small 
group novel study. Students will work on their 
final projects (due March 30), as well as study for 
their test on March 16.

Algebra students will finish up the Exponents and 
Scientific Notation unit this week. Watch for a 
test on Friday! Mathia is due March 17.

Research students will begin recording 
Flipgrid presentations for Personal Projects this 
week! I am so excited to see their hard work 
come to fruition. We'll also take some time for 
Mathia – remember that 75% is due by March 
17!

After working with the Law of Sines and the Law 
of Cosines, students will be working with their 
understandings of circles being similar. We are 
learning how to calculate radians.
Mathia 75%
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USD 259 District Calendar



Now that we know we are moving to all remote learning for the first nine-weeks, you should be 

considering how to help your student(s) set up a remote school space at home.

Here are some key considerations:

Space:

Your student does not need their own private office room, but they ideally would have a space that 

could be dedicated to their class work. An end of the dining room table, a TV table in the corner, a 

spot at a counter would all work. 

Distraction Free(ish):

Focusing at home may be a challenge for your student, especially if others are doing 

things far more interesting than simplifying equations or conjugating verbs. As much 

as possible, try to give your student as few visible distractions as possible. Having 

said that, school does not occur in a vacuum—there are noises from the hall, other 

students in class, bells ringing, announcements happening. Your student may 

benefit from not having it totally silent.

Supplies:

Just as in school, your student should have all the necessary supplies within arm’s 

reach. Text books, paper, pencil, crayons/markers, etc (see supply list) should be 

easily accessible. If a teacher says, “Take out a piece of paper and a pencil” this 

should not set off a whole-house scavenger hunt. You could even have them put it 

all in their backpack as if they were here at school. At least then it is all together 

and they can travel to another area of the house if needed. 

Movement:

Your student may be sitting at their computer for close to six hours in My School 

Remote. As much as possible, we plan to offer breaks that will encourage everyone 

to “step away from the computer.” During longer stretches of sitting though, in order 

to stay focused, your student may need to stand and stretch, change positions, 

maybe even move to another spot in the house. 

Arrangement for health:

It is recommended that the study space have a lamp, preferably with a warm-colored LED bulb, to 

reduce eye strain. Some feel this lamp should be on the non-dominant hand side of the space. 

Regardless of whether or not a lamp is present, adequate lighting will help with the eye strain.

You may also consider placing the computer in a position that the student does not have to 

continually hunch over to see. Long hours spent in a head-forward position is bound to cause neck 

strain - another reason to avoid attending school in bed or slouched on the couch. 
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Remote School Space
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Virtual Class Meeting Expectations

Microsoft Teams Meeting/Class Expectations (SRG Employability Skills)

1. Do NOT join the meeting until the organizer has started the meeting.

2. Attend class in an environment conducive to your learning (sitting up, dressed for school, 

minimal distractions) and supplies ready.  

3. We encourage you to have your camera on during direct instruction and interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a school appropriate background when your camera is on.  During work 

time you may turn your camera off.

4. Use appropriate language with written and oral communications. Keep your comments 

respectful, clean and focused on class. 

5. Only use the “chat” feature when directed to during class time.  The chat is your classroom, 

think of it as what you would say if you were to raise your hand in class.  

6. Follow appropriate social media and computer/device usage etiquette as a student of 

Wichita Public Schools. 

7. Please refrain from any “silly” activity during class time that may detract from the short time 

we have together each week (e.g. costumes, silly backgrounds, turning your screen upside 

down, etc.). If you engage in inappropriate behavior, you will be referred to Robinson 

Administration and your parents will be contacted. 

8. Please be aware that all digital information you enter can be read by district personnel. 

Nothing is private.

What is a Microsoft Team?

Each of your teams is a “separate classroom” where your teacher 

will post class announcements, materials, assignments, 

everything you will need for that class.

The General Channel will be used for teacher posts and 

announcement.  Each student should respond with an emoji only 

to indicate they have read the post.

The Questions Channel will be used if you have 

academic/procedural questions about the class, you can ask 

them on the Questions Channel.  Your questions are important to 

us. Please ask non-personal questions here. Personal questions 

should be emailed to your teacher.

We will be using Microsoft Teams for our online classes during MySchool

Remote.  To access Microsoft Teams through the Rapid Identity portal, you will 

need to sign in with your studentid@usd259.net and your district password. You 

can download the teams app on your computer or phone/tablet or use access 

on the web. 
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Microsoft Teams Meetings Tips
Participants

See who is in the 

meeting

Settings
To change setting 

when you are in the 

meeting.

Microphone On/Off
Enter the meeting with 

your microphone off.  

Turn on when you 

need to talk to 

teacher.

Leave Meeting
When the class is over 

use this button.

Chat
Only use the “chat” 

feature when directed 

to during class time.  

The chat is your 

classroom, think of it 

as what you would say 

if you were to raise 

your hand in class

Raise Hand
To indicate you have a 

question for your 

teacher

Camera On/Off
We encourage you to 

have your camera on 

during direct 

instruction and 

interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a 

school appropriate 

background when your 

camera is on.  During 

work time you may 

turn your camera off

Share Screen
Only share your 

screen if your teacher 

has asked you to.

Team Meeting Settings

Device Settings: If you need to change your camera or microphone 

settings

Gallery/Large Gallery/Together Mode: Different views available to 

see your teacher and classmates.

Apply background effects: You can blur your background or apply a 

filter for when your camera is on.

Turn on live captions: Live captions and subtitles for the event you are 

viewing.
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Microsoft Teams Settings

Team Meeting Settings

• Update Preferences:  Click on the image in the 

upper right hand corner.

• Change Picture:  Add either a picture of yourself or 

Btmoji so that when your camera is off, we can identify 

you.  

• Settings:  A few settings you may want to update:

• Click on Edit for Meetings, and change your 

meeting chat notifications to mute so that 

during the meeting notifications do not pop up.

Completing Assignments in Teams
Teacher Assigns A Document to Edit

Open in Microsoft/Download:  Complete the assignment as 

normal.  You will need to save the document to your One Drive, 

then add a the file to the assignment to turn it in. When you are 

ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right corner.

OR 

Open Online: Complete the assignment as normal.  Close page 

when assignment is completed, your file will save automatically 

to your SharePoint.  If you need access later, you can find it in 

the assignment or in the files tab in the Teams App. When you 

are ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right 

corner.



The Pre-IB Program is a comprehensive program with a rigorous liberal arts curriculum designed for the 

academically-focused student.  For a student to be successful, it is imperative that he/she be a consistent, 

dedicated learner.  Therefore, the Pre-IB staff requires the agreement of the following commitments:

1. I will actively participate in class daily by being prepared, listening effectively, offering relevant comments, and 

taking notes.  In short, I agree to meet the expectations set forth for each course.

2. I will work seriously to improve my academic and organizational skills.

3. I will schedule medical appointments outside the school day when possible and trips for recreation during 

school holidays, recognizing that daily attendance is crucial to success.

4. I will submit quality work in a timely fashion, including sending work to school if I have an "excused absence". 

This includes accepting responsibility for getting work in on time, completing tasks, and completing make-up 

work on-time.

5. I will demonstrate the highest degree of academic integrity. I understand that direct or indirect cheating 

(plagiarism) can be grounds for immediate removal from the program.

6. I will follow all rules of Robinson Middle School as outlined in the student handbook.  I will demonstrate the 

highest degree of behavior.  I understand that continued incidents of inappropriate behavior or suspensions 

from school can be grounds for immediate removal from the program.

7. I will fulfill all community service requirements:  6th grade:  15 Hours; 7th grade:  20 Hours; 8th grade:  25 hours 

(The following number of hours need to be completed by the first Friday in December:   6th grade:  10 Hours; 

7th grade:  10 Hours; 8th grade: 12.5 hours.) (Due to COVID-19 in the 2020-2021 school year, the hour 

requirement will not be required.)

8. I will maintain the required grade point averages:  6th grade:  2.7; 7th grade:  2.75; 8th grade:  3.0.

9. I understand that continuance in the Pre-IB Program will be determined by student progress, attitude, 

behavior and motivation.

10. If I leave the Pre-IB Program, I will return to my base school or seek admission to one of the magnet schools.

I understand that if I fail to meet the standards of the Pre-IB Program, either because of the quality of my work or 

because of my failure to perform as a serious learner, I will be withdrawn from the Pre-IB Program and I will return 

to my base school.
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PIB Program Agreement

I will demonstrate the highest degree of academic integrity. I understand that direct or indirect cheating (plagiarism) 

can be grounds for immediate removal from the program.

Examples of cheating:

• Copying from another student's assignment or test.

• Allowing another student to copy from your assignment or test.

• Posting assignments or tests to social media (Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, etc.) to share their work with others.

• Texting pictures of assignments with work displayed.

• Using materials (e.g., textbooks, notes, formula lists, etc.) during a test without the teacher’s permission.

• Collaborating on an in-class or take-home assignment or test without the teacher’s permission.

• Having someone else write or plan a paper/project/assignment for you.

Discipline Plan:

Academic Honesty

Step 1:  

• Both the “provider of information” 

and the “receiver of information” a 

“0” on the assignment. 

• Must redo the assignment

• Parents are contacted

• Letter mailed home

Step 2:

• Both the “provider of information” and 

the “receiver of information” a “0” on the 

assignment. 

• Must redo the assignment

• Student/Parent/Teacher Conference

• Student placed on academic probation

Step 3:

• Removal from the program



Page 12

PIB Contact Information

http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib
The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) will be posted.  

The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events for the following week.  To 

access classroom websites you will need to use your Parent/Student Vue account.

If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 

note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600.

Berry, Kathleen 
6th Grade Math & Science

Email:  kberry@usd259.net

Brown, Kristin
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Email:  kbrown12@usd259.net

Callard, Tracy
6th Grade Language Arts

6th, 7th and 8th Grade Research

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net

Flores, Tara
7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Email:  tflores@usd259.net

Jenney, Charles 
7th and  8th Grade Science

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net

Lavacek, Molly 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

8th Grade Research

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net

Polson, Elizabeth 
6th Grade Spanish

Email:  epolson@usd259.net

Rowley, Michele 
7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net

Sims, Katherine 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  ksims@usd259.net

Sinsel, Jennifer 
7th and  8th Grade Math

7th and 8th Grade Research

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net

Taylor, Mike
6th and  8th Grade Math

6th and 7th Grade Research

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net

Van Horn. Denise 
Team Leader

7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net

Website


